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Awa Odori: Non—Verbal Dialogue for Intercultural Understanding and Peacebuilding
1. 7R9J5.L% / Program Title

PrIREAY : JEEEERERIC LA BRI IR EFHESE Awa Odori: Non—Verbal Dialogue for Intercultural Understanding

and Peacebuilding

2. EFEF{A / Implementing Organization
RI&EIRIEE NIPPON | K%k - 2R EEF | KEH
Japan Folkdance Ensemble NIPPON | Tokiko Mochizuki | Tokyo Japan |
W 37%5E5S) / Key Programs:
Asia—Ren — Intercuttural Awa Odori Team
Mirai Lab! Festival X SDGs — ESD Program
Asian Smiles — Intercultural Dialogue Program
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In 2022, forty—one forms of Furyu—odori were inscribed on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage list, highlighting their

social functions and cultural resilience.
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I realized that these cultural values strongly resonate with the SDGs principle of “No One Left Behind.” Festival culture

embodies inclusiveness, openness, mutual support, and sustainability, which [ wished to apply to contemporary society.
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In 2023, wishing to reconnect a society fragmented by the COVID-19 pandemic, I founded Asia—ren, an Awa Odori team.
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The team began with 5 members from 3 countries and expanded as dancers serving as cultural ambassadors at foreign

embassies joined. Today, it has grown into a multicultural community of over 300 participants from 13 countries.
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These experiences led to the creation of two educational programs:



e Mirai Lab! Festival X SDGs

e  Smile of Asia — Intercultural Dialogue Project

2026 £ 3 BIZIZ. Shon7agSLh REWHZERT (MOMRI)Music in Peacebuilding Hub Directory 1Z H
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In March 2026, these programs were registered in the Music in Peacebuilding Hub Directory, operated by

MOMRI, becoming the first organization from Japan to be listed.

4. HHY / Objectives
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This program reframes Awa Odori as an educational methodology of non—verbal intercultural dialogue,

cultivating:
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e Intercultural understanding and mutual respect
e Empathy, cooperation, and mutual support

o Appreciation of intangible cultural heritage

e Community resilience

e Peaceful coexistence and global citizenship

5. ARROLDESEM / UNESCO Relevance
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H ESD (Education for Sustainable Development)
SDG 47/ 114 /16 /17

B GCED (Global Citizenship Education)
=Intercultural dialogue
*Respect for diversity

= Shared humanity
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M ICH Education
Participatory learning

Embodied cultural understanding

6. A4S LR (90 9 / Program Structure (90 min)

@ (20 43) / Lecture (20 min)

FLRERY ERFRHEY D UEHE =R
-JFEFEOSa = —3ay

-SDGs*ESD &0)BH:E

»Cultural background of Awa Odori and Furyu—odori
*Non—verbal communication

*Links to SDGs and ESD

@ {4ER(50 43) / Participatory Experience (50 min)
HABBEG L) TOWHE FEEEXNFETIT(ETA

*Basic movements Cooperative formation (ren=team)

*Non—verbal dialogue activities

@ #EYIEY (20 %) / Reflection (20 min)
*ESD 77— —Fhk
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*ESD worksheet

*Group sharing“A Small Step for Tomorrow”
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“Smile of Asia” — Intercultural Dialogue Program (30 min~)

As an optional extension to Mirai Lab! Festival X SDGs, we can offer a 30—minute intercultural dialogue program titled
“Smile of Asia.”

Participants observe how cultures communicate through movement and expression, and finally join the circle of dialogue

themselves. It provides an embodied experience of how culture fosters connection beyond language.

8. ¥R / Target Audience
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UNESCO Associated Schools (ASPnet)

Primary, secondary, and higher education International schools

9. EFLIRHtAE/ Cost & Delivery (Revised)
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ASPnet MIFEFFRRZEDE, FRICERSENELEIVVETIRETES L5, UTOIEDAIEEMFRETLTLY
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In accordance with ASPnet’ s non—commercial principles, the program may be offered without financial burden to

schools.
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Therefore, potential support options may be explored, such as:
*Public grants
*Corporate or foundation cultural support

*Collaboration with local government programs
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Although no specific funding sources have been secured at this stage, it is possible to structure the program in a way

that aligns with ASPnet requirements.

10. E#&5E / Contact
RIREIRIE NIPPON
Japan Folkdance Ensemble NIPPON
KK.2ER BEF
Website: https://nicenippon.biz/nippon/
Tokyo, Japan
info@nicenippon.biz
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